














































































































the eyelid back to get it outl More dramatic to watch than 
painful to the victim said Lord Lascelles who with his brother 
Gerald watched. But the most dramatic event of the day 
occured when Queen Mary went to the lavatory in the Lady 
Mayoress' parlour. This was badly designed and because of 
her voluminous skirts, because of an inward opening door, she 
had to climb on the seat before getting out! I 

Many ofyou will remember the poverty and unemployment i n  
t h e  early thirties. Lord Harewood d i d  s o  much to alleviate this, 
he created work clearing out lakes in the High Woods and a row 
of derel ict cottages in Bondgate were razedtotheirfoundations 
and completely rebuilt and modernised. In 1 935 when they 
were ready for re-occupation Queen Mary visited them and 
inspected No 59 in detail and this is the one my sister now 
occupies as a "Grace and Favour" residence. 

After matric, in spite ofthe headmasters pleadings, I left school 
- University did not seem a viable financial option so I decided 
on a career in the Civil Service. While waiting for the exam 
results - about six months after the September exam - I  took a 
job in the cash office of a h uge department store in Leeds 
"Harts" - now no more. Some of you will recollect this is the 
name Barbara Taylor Bradford chose for the store in her book 
"A Woman of Substance" - no doubt as she knew Leeds so well 
having lived there and worked as a journalist there she had 
also shopped at Harts. 

After six months it was the beginning of my years in the Civil 
Service. Leeds was very different from affluent Harrogate and 
the poverty i n  the early thirties would be difficult for the 
present generation to comprehend. Outside the large covered 
market there was the Tatters Market and here I often saw 
unemployed and dejected men trying to sell bits oftheir home 
to raise a few sh il l ingstofeed theirfamilies. The Yorkshire Post 
had a fund raising effort each year called Boots for the Bairns 
because it was a hard fact that some famil ies could not send al l  
their children to school at the same time because they had not 
enough shoes to go round. About this time I remember a very 
energetic vicar being appointed to St.Georges Church in Leeds. 
He was a Do-er and in a short space of time he opened up the 
crypt so that about 50 homeless men had shelter each night. 
Volunteers made soup, nurses from the adjacent Infirmary 
came to attend to their feet, those of us who could type took 
care of clerical work and I well remember my mother making 
a hundred weight of crab apple jelly - laboriously and tediously 
on a coal fire and this we took to the Harvest Festival .  At 
Christmas we took a decorated Christmas tree to join the 
procession of about a hundred others which were later 
distributed together with toys which had been collected and 
repaired where necessary, to those famil ies who otherwise 
would not have had any happiness at Christmas. Don Robins, 
for that was his name, was a wonderful man who had come 
into the ch u rch when he real ised the futi I ity of war wh i le flyi ng 
in the Royal Flying Corps. Each Tuesday at 5.30 he had a 
fellowship of silence when he would join the congregation for 
a q uiet time. Whenever possible I tried to go to this service not 
knowing that 20 years later I would be working at Sibford 
where quiet times were so central to worship. One i ncident I 
have never forgotten. Travelling home from an early duty, 
about three miles from Harewood, I saw a shabby group of 
men having their lunch. Sharing it with them was El len 
Wilkinson, a famous redhead M.P. They were the Jarrow 
marchers on their way to London begging for work - the 
shipbuilding i ndustry was in the doldrums and many had been 
unemployed for years. 

Life at Harewood went on happi ly. "Our Princess" took an 
active part in village life - president of the Womens Institute -
we were al l  invited to tea one day and after serving us tea she 
showed us round - so very different from going round the state 
rooms now - there were so many homely touches. My sister 
was asked to help with the newly formed brownies. However 
the fi rst hurdle for her was to be enrolled as a girl guide and th is 
d uty the Princess Royal performed. The nexttimeshe officiated 
at a similar ceremony she was enroll ing our present Queen 
and Princess Margaret who started a company at Buckingham 
Palace in  the thirties. 

Like the rest of us the family in the Big House had their share 
of joy and sorrow. I remember the death of King George V i n  
whose memory the Princess gave a set of altar rails which were 
dedicated by Archbishop Lang. 
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Then in December 1 936camethe abdication which I remember 
well. The Princess had accepted an invitation to present the 
prizes at a whist drive and dance in the village school on the 
Friday of that traumatic weekend. However the engagement 
was cancelled when she received an urgent call to London and 
all of us were aware of the sadness which surrounded that 
unhappy event. 

Life had to go on and there were shooting parties, house 
parties for York Races and a large house party at Christmas. 
Hol idays meant George and Gerald were at home for several 
weeks and people like Herbert Sutcliffe and Wilfred Rhodes 
were invited to give cricket coachi ng and matches were played 
with the village eleven. I met Arthur  about this time when he 
was working in the gardens responsible for a large range of 
glasshouses and doing the decorating and also a lot of 
propagating. The Earl was very keen on Rhododendrons and 
at that time Kingdom Ward was sending lots of new varieties 
from the Himalayas - some to Kew and some to Harewood. 

The coronation celebrations of King George VI were scarcely 
over when the possibility of war loomed and we all faced 
difficult years. When at home the Princess joined the weekly 
sewing group, usually cycling up to the vil lage. I marvelled at 
the neatness of her sewing. The main rooms at Harewood 
House were adapted for use as a hospital.  There was sadness 
when her brother the Duke of Kent was killed, anxiety when 
George was taken prisoner and taken to Colditz where no 
doubt the Germans hoped to use him and other VIP's as 
hostages. Her joy when she heard from him and sadness she 
shared with so many of us when we learned our loved ones 
would never return. But when at home, just before 8 am 
Sunday mornings she would be walking across the park to 
church and often there would be only three of us there, the 
Vicar, the Princess and me so the words of our Lord "Where 
two orthree are gathered together in my name there am I also" 
were really true in the peace and tranquil ity of that lovely 
church where Arth urand I were married and Anthony baptised. 
In conclusion - just a couple of anecdotes. After her husband 
died in 1 947 the Princess gave father a framed signed 
photograph ofthe two ofthem, in country clothes, on the steps 
of Harewood House with two favourite dogs. She knew how 
fond my father was of dogs so she added their names too. On 
my parents diamond wedding she sent a mohair stole for 
mother and cigars for father - just two of the many thoughtful 
acts which endeared her so much to those of us who were 
privileged to know her. 

You may be disappointed that I have not dwelt ofthose things 
which the tabloid press would call "The spicy bits". Sufficient 
to say they were always dealt with with dignity and perhapswe 
love them more because they share the same joys and sorrows 
which befall the rest of us. 

Then in 1954 we cameto Sibford and what a different story that 
will be ! 

MARGARET DRING 

THE OLD SCHOLARS GRAPEVINE 

Keep the news com i n g  Old Scholars, we're always pleased 
to have your letters and p h otos. 

DOROTHY BRIG HAM We were delighted to hear from her 
recently when she sent u s  some i nteresting school photos 
ofthe Joh nstone era. Hope they wi I I appear at next August's 
Reunion.  

JACQUELlNE CASSIDY ( nee STEGER) at S ibford 1 960-63, 
visited the school earl ier i n  the year after a n  a bsence of 27 
years. S h e  is now a lecturer at a F u rther Education College. 

LlZ COVEY ( nee PENN) at S i bford 1 949-56 is still living a n d  
working i n  the U SA b u t  keeps in  touch. S h e  recently met 
J UDITH DAVIDSON 'havi n g  not seen each oth e r  for 30 
years! '  

BARBARA DRI N KWATER ( nee LYALL) 1 946-52 writes ... 
" My 85 year old father is living with us and fun nily enough 
only last night l wastalkingto h i m a bout Morland Braithwaite 
doing the 1 948fi lm - then the Magazine a rrived this morning 



with the leaflet advertising the fi lm on video! What a 
coincidence. The two gl impses of me in it wil l  give my kids 
and grandchildren a good laug h ! "  

DEREK GAFFEE ( 1 938-43) wrote in  February with best 
wishes to al l  who know him.  "Sibford is embarking on a 
very imaginative building programme and wish it well in a l l  
its efforts to maintain a good education for its children . . .  " 

TOM LEEMAN at Sibford 1 972-77 visited the school during 
. the Spring and was impressed with the new developments 

- he must have been because he has taken out a Life 
Membership! 

LlLY RATHE RAM 1 9 1 9-22 wrote last Christmas and sent her 
best wishes. We hope you can get back to the next Reunion 
Lily - we miss you ! 

D I L l P  SARKAR 1 973-77 
sends his best wishes to 
the School and any who 
might remember h im.  He 
wrote to Mike Wol lerton 
whose House (Penn) hewas 
in to say "I am sure you wil l  
recal l  me as being one of 
the most badly behaved and 

disruptive boys ever to pass through Sibford School"  
(Surely not ! )  Well he can't have been that bad because he 
is now a Policeman with the West Mercia Constabulary!  

WEDDING BELLS! 

MAGGIE VELLA 1946-
53 wrote a fascinating 
letter and a rticle on 
camping in  Canada, 
where she l ives with 
husband Richard - a 
great Rugby fanatic. 
Maggie was sorry she 
c o u l d n't get to the 
Reunion but hopes to 
return - if she can 
persuade R i c h a rd 
away from his Rugby­
to Sibford in the not 
too distant future. 

ROGER ANGERSON at Sibford 1 95 1 -56 and long time 
confirmed bachelor finally got caught and was married to 
J U DITH LlN DSAY J U BB at Frenchay Meeting House on 1 6  
September 1 989. 

Many congratulations to you both. 

VINCENT CLARE at Sibford 1 972-75 was married to JANE 
HERRIES on 24 June 1989 at the Holy Trinity Church, 
Boston. Best wishes to you both. 

BARBARA HILL at Sibford 1 975-80 was married to 
RALPH DUGGAN, a local blacksm ith on June 1 st 1 990. 
Quite a Sibford Reu nion for in attendance were J E N NY 
M U N DAY, BARBARA DUGGAN ( nee H i l l ), G I LLY 
CHADDAR ( nee M U N DAY), KATY KING, GILL 
HOLLMAN ( nee E DWARDS) ---CONGRATU LATIONS. 

. . .  a lso CONGRATU LATIONS 

to ANDY and CLARE FINCH on the birth of their first son 
MICHAEL JAMES. 1 March 1 990 (Oh no - not another Mike 
Finch ! )  

BRANCH REPORTS 

LON DO N  BRANCH NEWS -

Last October, on a beautiful Sunday, the London G roup 
visited a grand country house called Luton Hoo, which now 
holds some fascinating museum collections: intricately 
carved wood from medieval Germany, paintings, sculpture 
and porcelain. A separate m useum is devoted to some 
family history: in  the nineteenth century a Russian woman 
a ristocrat, descended from Pushkin, married into the family 
and the exhibition of photographs and costumes and some 
poems by Pushkin, written in  prison, made us sharply 
aware of many things about Czarist Russia. Our welcoming 
hosts for this occasion were Harpenden Meeting and 
especial ly the warden, Liz Lesher, whose two sons and 
daughter a re present scholars, one of them in  the new 
Junior House. Liz joined us on our trip, shared our picnic 
lunch and gave us tea afterwards in  the Meeting House 
which, in its beautiful setting, is itself worth a visit. 

The second event was in March and took place in Hampstead. 
Asthis is my home g round it hardlyseemed an outing to me 
but that is no doubt a distorted viewpoint to those who 
came from Wokingham and Esher ( in  Surrey); Hatfield and 
Welwyn Garden City ( Herts); Amersham and Cheshunt 
(Bucks); South London, East London and North Walesl 
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Again it was a Sunday so we started in Ham pstead Meeti ng, 
then went to Kenwood House (our local public stately 
home) on the edge of Hampstead Heath for lunch fol lowed 
by a good walk on the Heath. After that we were welcomed 
by Chris and lan Weatherhead for tea and a mini  bring-and­
buy sale, helped enth usiastica l ly by the three junior 
Weatherhead's sell ing their toys. This raised £50.35 for 
SOSA funds - a satisfying end to the day. 

MIDLAND BRANCH -

JANUARY 

MA RGA RET FAIRNlNGTON 

The annual Christmas pa rty was held in the Friends Meeting 
House, Selly Oak and as usual an excel lent cold buffet meal 
was served by our kind "Catering Ladies and Gentlemen" 
followed by a most interesting fi lm of "Sibford Down 
U nder" taken in Australia by John Baseley. Much nattering 
took place amongst us and a thoroughly good evening was 
had by oneand al l  before "Rockets" concluded the festivities. 

MARCH 
Sadly only a few Old Scholars were able to attend a 
performance of " Patience" atthe Palace Theatre, Redditch, 
which was a great pity as it was an excellent production. 
Perhaps more people will come to support Sheila Trout 
next year. 

J U N E  
Barrie a n d  Sheila Naylor once again were kind enough to 
al low usthe use of The Monk's Dormitory' for a gettogether 
at Brockweir, near Tintern Abbey. 

After a picnic lunch we al l  did our own thing ! Mostly 
strol l ing in the beautiful countryside beside the river Wye. 
Afternoon tea with lovely cakes was provided, after which 
some of us exchanged items of pottery from Barrie's shop. 
As many will know Barrie and Sheila celebrated their 
Golden Wedding this year - how time speeds past! ! 

Sincere thanks to everyone who contributed to the success 
of our gatherings and to a l l  who have suggested them. 

BA RBA RA ABERCROMBIE 

SOUTH WEST BRANCH -

Although the south west branch of Old Scholars is widely 
scattered, Bristol, Southampton and Cornwal l  and all places 
in  between - we usually manage to gather together over 30 
for our reunions. The summer one this year was once again 
atthe home of Barrie and Sheila Naylor in  Brockweir, where 
we had our picnic lunches - walked through the lovely Wye 
Valley for a long, medium or short walk as the mood took 
us - and returned for tea to the Malt House where a happy 
gathering renewed acquaintances, gossiped and general ly 
enjoyed the time together. One ofthe exciting things about 
these reunions is that we always manage to pul l  in one or 
two old scholars that we have not met, dare I say it, for 30 
years or more. Long may we continue to do so to keep such 
a worthwhi le Association going. 

JEA NNE SOUTHA M  

50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OF BARRIE 
& SHEILA NAYLOR 

O l d  S c h 0 I a r s who attended the Leslie Baily lecture at 
the reunion in my Presidential year wil l  remember Barrie 
and Sheila Naylorgiving a fascinating talkon Quakers in the 
Rhondda. They both taught at Sibford before the war 
marrying in  1 940 atthe Meeting House in  the Gower. There 
l ife work was to make a g reat success of the Maes-yr-Haf 
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Quaker settlement in the 
Rhondda which became 
internationally famous for 
its a c h i eve m e nts. O n  
retiring Barrie and Sheila 
bought a marvel lous but 
d e l a p i dated m e d i eval  
house in  Brockweir on the 
riverWye nearTintern. Here 
they esta b l i s h e d  a 
flourishing pottery. They 
sti l l  l ive i n the MaltHouse as 
it iscal led and theirson Peter 
runs the Pottery. 
On the 3rd Ju ly 1990 thei r 
three children, two in-laws 
a n d  eight g randch i ldren 
gave them a surprise party 
at the M a lt H o u se to 
c e l e b rate 50 yea rs of 
marriage. The medieval Hall 
of the G range of Tintern 
Abbey which is part of their 
home, made a marvellous 

Barrie and Sheila Naylor, sett i n g  for a c a n d l e - l it 
July31 1940 su pper acco m pan ied by 

in Holly House garden Sibford string music from a talented 
trio of grandchi ldren. 

Old Scholars wi l l  be pleased to know that amongst the 
many cards they received was one of the prints of the 
Sibford Gower Meeting House which were sold for the 
School Appeal.  It sent good wishes and congratulations to 
Barrie and Sheila and was signed by forty Old Scholars. 

JEA NNE SOUTHA M  

NOTICES: 

SIBFORD'S 150th ANNIVERSARY - 1st January 1992 

To commemorate the 1 50th Anniversary we are hoping 
to include an extension to next years Magazine by 
including a feature on Sibford's history and origins with 
views of ex-Sibfordians, ex-teachers etcetra ! 

Please send to Michael Finch any stories, anecdotes, 
memories, photos etc. which might be used - the sooner 
you send them the better. 

SIBFORD'S OFFICIAL HISTORY 
All Old Scholars, Friends of the School will be delighted 
to hear that Edward H.Mi l ligan has been asked by the 
School Com mittee to write an official history of the 
School which he is happy to agree to. 

Can You Help? 

Mavis Stiles writes . . .  " I  am collecting back numbers of Old 
Scholars Magazines for the Oxford Library Archives and 
myself. Please pass on your unwanted copies to me. 
U rgently required 1 9 1 4- 1 9 1 5  and 1 92 1 . "  
Send to: Orchard House, Bellingdon, Chesham, Bucks HP5 
2XW 

Thank You ! 

The'anonymous donor' has again presented a cheque to 
SOSA for £1 95.00. We send our gratefu l thanks to him - or 
her! 



TIlE AUGUsr REUNION 

Amongst those present for part or a l l  of the weekend were: 
B. Abercrombie, J. Arkless, J.  Baseley, G. Beckerlegge, 
N. Bennett, B. Blunsom, L. Brown, K. Bohm, R, Bohm, 
D. Bohm, S. Bohm, S. Bunney, L. Bun ney, N.  Briggs, 
S. Chowne, D. Chowne, D. Carman, J. Car�ss, St. 
Caress, S. Caress, Caroline Caress, Charlotte Caress, 
N. Coxon, I. Coxon-Smith, M. Cox, C. Cox, R. Driffield, 
O. Dal ley, M. Dodsworth, D. Dodsworth, J.  Doyle, H. 
Doyle, M. Dale, A. Dring, M. Dring, J.  Dunston, S. 
Dunston, J.  El ias, R. E l ias, B. El ias, J.  El ias, G. Bacher, 
T. Evans, M. Fairnington, M. Fielding, M. Finch, W. 
Finch, A. Finch, C. Finch, R. Fletcher, P. Frampton, R. 

Frampton, C.Frampton, H. Frampton, K. Francis, E.  
Francis, C. Fairnington, B. Fairnington, I .  Glaister, 
L.Gilbert, J. Greenhil l ,  C. Grimes, P. Grimes, N. 
Grimes, J. Gu nston, K. & R. Greaves, M. Graham, J.  
Graham, H. Haddleton, D.  Haines, H.L.  Harrison, N. 
Harrison, G. Harrison, Greg Harrison, L. Harrison, A. 
Harrison, P. Harrison, Phil l ipa Harrison, M. Harrison, 
I. Hedger, M. Herm, J.  Hughes, T. Jamieson, G. 
Kingham, D. Laity, K. Long, P. Manasseh, J. Manasseh, 
H. Maw, D. Maw, M. Mercer, J.  Mi l ler, E.  Mi ller, B. 
Morphy, A. Muir, H. Moon, John Osborne, Jean 
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Osborne, T. Pye, B. Powell, K. Reiser, M.Ricci, E. 
Ricci, F. Rollett, V. Rollett, H. Rose, M. Rice, J.  
Sandiford, J .  Southam, R. Steed, D. Smith, A.  Smith, 
R. Smith, M. Stiles, D. Stiles, S.Steed, A. Terrington, 
J.  Taylor, D. Taylor, J.  Thelton, B. Thelton, John 
Thelton, K. Turburfield, S. Trout, M. Van Blankenstein, 
W. Van Blankenstein, T. Valiance, J. Walker, L. Ward, 
J. Ward, J. Watson, I. Weatherhead, C. Weatherhead, 
T. Weatherhead, M. Weatherhead, R. Weatherhead, 
E. Wright, I .  Wright, J. Wright, P. Williams, P. 

Yeoman. 
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